[Proliferative and differentiation properties of bone marrow hematopoietic stem cells in CBA mice of various ages].
Hemopoietic bone marrow stem cells (CFCs) of young (3-5 months) and old (23-24 months) were studied according to their ability to form colonies in spleens of the lethally irradiated animals. The number, morphology and volume of CFCs were microscopically examined. The content of CFCs remained unchanged during aging. The number of erythroid colonies decreased in old mice, while that of granulocyte-macrophage and mixed colonies did not change. The megakaryocyte colonies showed even an increase with age. Volumes of all the colony types, except megakaryocyte, reduced. The results obtained thus reflect some age-related features of early stages of the stem-cell differentiation.